Q a "4 M 
7 1 'F #4 4 1 G 
A + 


 Dounton by Provipaxcs 


OVER THE 


* 


b A 8 8 1 0 * 8 0 or M E N. 


"> E R M 0 N, 


PREACHED AT 


vu ix crx. May 17, 775. 


BEING T HE 


GENERA FAST 


Appointed 17 the c O 50 E S 8 through the 
UNITED COLONIES. 1 


By JOHN WITHERS POON, D. PD. 
Preſident of "the auc of New 2 


. * 
rn G ** tl „ K _— 

— — 9 2 — : 3 # 
7 | ; | 


„„ ADBLP HIA priated ; 
LONDON reprinted, 
For FIELDING and WALKER, No. 20, Pater-noſter-Row. 
M,DCGLAXVI L1G 


4 


„n 
* n 
* 4 
. 
&. 2 * . 1 
>» 88 
8 
1 
. 
- 2 . 
* * ; 
a+ _ 
* 
* 
* 
* 


4 
5 
n 
o * 
8 
1 
k 
* 
o 
2 
# 
.- 
x 
"I. 
* "> 
1 
* 
* * 
+4 
* 
5 


235 


. 


2 
1 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following ſermon, firſt printed 
at” Pbiladelphia, was, ſome time 


a reprinted in Scotland, with notes, 


intended to guard the author's country- 


men againſt his political principles. It is 
now printed again in England without 
them; not with a view to inflame the 


minds of any againſt the preſent meaſures 
of government, but to inculcate the great 


moral and religious inſtructions which 


it contains on perſons of all parties; 
who, if they will read without prejudice, 
muſt acknowledge, that whatever be the 


truth with regard to the preſent unhappy 
conteſt between Great Britain and Ameri- 


ca, the diſcourſe contains many admirable 
hintsof advice,which, if properlyregarded, 


will tend to the proſperity of both coun- 


tries, Should the author be conſidered 


in the moſt unfavourable light, the old 
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and . r f xim may be | juſtly 


adopted here, 
Fas eff *þ Hoſte . 


And it is hoped; that the decency and 
moderation which ſo warm and intereſted 
an advocate on the part of the Ameri- 
cans diſcovers, may tend to promote the 
ſame ſpirit in thoſe readers on this ſide 
the Atlantic, who have made themſelves 

parties in the ſame cauſe, as well as to 
moderate the reſentment of their moſt 
zealous opponents; and to promote in 
good men, on both ſides, (for ſuch there 

are on both) an hearty diſpoſition to 
<< ſeek the things which make for peace,” 

and above all, to promote that x1GH=- 
„ TEOUSNESS whiaglone exalteth a a na- 
0 tion.“ 


e The Author Mddfefb 10. the: Natives of 
Scotland refiding in America, which accompanied 
this Sermon, may be had in a few days ſeparate. 
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To vinbioub Eat avourIgm! Tom, . 52 91 
Surely;the Wrath of Man all W050 thee, Ges ibs 
| mne of php ca thou e, N 

nne, 7700 Nn ee voy] 218 

Ani; bas Ein 916 yt 4 15510 1 f 
q 7 HERE is not a priterievidenie'o FF 
1 of the reality or the power of religion, 
than a firm belief of God's univerſal preſence, 
and a canſtant attention to the influence and 

eration of his Providence, It is by this means 
lat the Okriſtian may be fajd, in the emphati- 
cal. ſeriptures language, to walt with God, and 
e eee eee 200 953 
The. doctrine of Divine Providence is very 


kalender ap keair m. 'xhe-ſacred: oracles. It ex- 


tends not only to things lich we think of great 
moment, and therefore worthy oſ notice, but to 

things the moſt indifferent and inconſiderable. 
Are nate tha ſparrows fall ſur u faribing! ſays 
our Lord, and one of tbem Mall nat fall on r 
ground iii thaut your faiber. But ube very bat 
of, your ubend ara all tumberi | Itnexteniis not 


auly to chings beneficiah ang ſalutary, or to 


| with 
direction anch aſſiſt ance af thoſe᷑ who are tlie fer- 
 yants'of the living God, but to things ſeemingly 


un 203, e897 169% B 61295; mot 


do Ds 


Matt. x. 29, 30. 
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2 The Dominion of Providence 
froſt bureful and deſtryRive, = to perſona the 


all his creatyres and all 0 aliens: Thus we 
are told, that fre, hail, ſnow, vapour and ſtormy 
| wind, fulfta bis word in tlis'courfe of hature, and 
eyen ſo the moſt impetuous and diſorderly paſ- 


ſions of men, that afe undet no reſtraint from 


9 themſelves, are yer perfect iy ſpbiect io. che domi. N 
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nion of Jehovah. They carry his commiſſion 
7 ol obey his orders, they are limited andreſtrain- 
ed/ by his authority, and they conſpire With 
every thing elſe in promoting his gidey. There 
16 the greater need. to takr notice 1 this, as 
men are not in general dufficiently-awware of the 
diſinCtion between the law of God dad his-pur- 
poſe;..: They ate apt 19 ſuppoſez ithat, as the 
tempet of the finner ig contrapy to the one, ſo 
the outrages of the ſinner are able to defeat the * 
ather 3; than which nothing can be mbre falſe. 
The truth is plainly afſered.and nobly expreſied 
by the PſalmG-in the text. Surely the wrarb 
of: man Hall Inaiſe vibe - and: the remainder. of 
wrath ſhalt thou heſir ain. bn flom 3d e 
This pſalm was evidently: compoſed-as'a ſorig 
of praiſe. for ſame ſignal victory obtained; which 
was at the ſame time -a\remarkable. deliverance | 
from threatening danger. :©Fhe: author uus one 
ox 'Sther; of the later prophets, aud the occaſſon 
probably the unſucceſaful aſſault f eruſalem 
tberariny of |Sexneher ih, Kingiof Aſſyria, in 
the days of Hezekiah. Great was the inlolence = 
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g of W's enerals and ner againſt 
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175 1 7 9 0 7 57 — 7 their ls nds. , 4 
th rebuke, God of Jacob, Both the ele and 


2 are 57 i110 a deal — 4 After a oy 


1 the N 505 man Wh 70 the, ry the 


Fehainider of wrath Jhalt thou reſtrain. Which 
way de pataphraſed thüs: The fury and in- 


Juſtice of opprefiors ſhall bring i in a uber of 
praiſe to" thee | the influence of thy tighteous 


Ptovidetice ſhall be clearly diſcerned : ihe coun- 
tenante and ſüpport thou wilt give to thine own 


Yeople- ſhall be glori6ully. illuſtrated ! thou ſhalt 
I Ter the boutids which the boldeſt cannot paſs. 7 


Ps £7975 


l aw ſenſible; my brethren, that the time and 
beeafion of this Plat may ſeem to be, iti one 


felpeck, il ſaired to the intereſt and eircum- 
ſtances of this tountry at preſent. It was com- 


Poled after the victory was obtained, whereas 


we are but. putting on the barneſt, and entering 
upon 4c important conteſt, tlie length of which 


— 
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it is impofffble to forefee, and the {hae of Which 
it will perhaps be thought preſumption to fore- 
1 1 „ A 
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Ti be Dominion E Providence 


tell. But as the truth, with reſpect. o God's 
moral gofernment, is the ſame and unchangea- 
ble, and the iſſue in the cafe of Senacherib' $ in- 
vafion did but lead the prophet to | acknowledge 
it, our duty and intereſt conſpire 1 in i calling upon 


us to improve f it. And I have choſen to inſiſt 


upon it, on this day of ſolemn. humiliation, ; 48 it 


will probably help us o a clear and explicit 


view of what ſhould. be the chief ſubject of our 
prayers" and endeavours, as well as the great 


object of « 'our e and craft, in a ol piebas 
Mituation. | *. 
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e. to illuſtrate and i aufe khn all 
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10 e bete dreadful, ſhall 15 pro- 
© mote the glory of God. And i in the mean time, 
- while the form cdhtinues, his mercy. and ki [ 


neſs ſhall appeat in preſcribing b bounds tat 4 je 
rage and fury. e OY 
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0 In Gſchurling of the ſubject,.. it my inten- 
rio, e the aſſiſtance t 1 | 
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u t Paſſions f Men. 
I. To point out to you, in ſote particulars, 
* 3, - how:the wrath of man! Oe” 60 10 
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FR. 64 Divergent 29 111 98060 * iq 


5 44 Ih Ta apply. theſe principles, 10 our preſent 

eee, inferences of truth for. your 
„inſtruction and comfort, and by ſuitable ex- 
155 oe 20 dry in the ee nd 


N , © P 7 4 © 4 | 
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I. Ina the Grit, * 15 I am to Pein out to you 
in ſome eee FROM _"_ mae ** man 
Praiſes God. Mis nocli 


I ay in ſome” inſtances beta it is "Fa from 
deing my purpoſe” to mention or explain the 


Whole. There is an unſearchable depth in the 
divine counſels which it is impoſſible for us to 


and tendency of which he can explain i in the 


cleareſt manner. But where revelation and expe- 
rience enable us to diſcover the wiſdom, qu | 
or mercy of divine Providence, nothing can be 


more delightful or profitable to a ſerious ming, 


and therefore 1 l _— attention to the follow 
ng; remarks, . + Lf if 4 4 "ls . Heb 5 ö 4 #: LY 


Fi! » / A 0 r g 3 1 telt! Ir EO! am 
2 24 . 


16% 1. In the ard e che wrath of man praiſes 


God, as it is an example and-jlluftration*of di. 
Las vine 


penetrate. It is the duty of every good man to 
place the moſt unlimited confidence in divine 
"wiſdom; and to believe that thoſe meaſures = 
Providence that are moſt unintelligible to him, 
ate yet planned with the ſame (kill, and directed 20 
to the ſame great purpoſes, as others, the reaſon 
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6 The Donau af Faun 

vine truth, and clearly paints out the corruption 
of our nature, Which is the foundation ſtone of ; 
the doctrine of redemption. . | © 
Nothing can be mote abſolutely neck fab to 
true religion, than a clear and full conviction of 
the ſinfulneſs of our nature and ſtate. Without 
this, there can be neither repentance in the ſin- 
ner, nor humility in the believer, Without 
Chis, all that is ſaid in Scripture of the wiſdom 
and mercy of God in providing a Saviour, 16 
without force and without meaning; / -Juſtly 2 

5 ny our Saviour ſay, The whole-have no need of 

272 cian, but thiy that are ict. ¶ cam? not to 
the righteous but ſinners to repentance. Thoſe 
who are not ſenſible that they are ſinners, will 
treat every exhortation to repentance; and every 
offer of mercy; with. diſdain,or defiance,, -. |, 
But where can we have a mare affecting view 
of the corruption of our nature than iu the 
wrath of man, when exerting. itſelf in oppreſſion; 
cruelty, and blood? It muſt be owned, indeed, 
that this truth is abundantly manifeſt in times of 
the greateſt, tranquillity. Others may, if they 
| pleaſe, treat the corruption of our nature as 4 
chimera. For my part, I ſee it every where, and 
1 feel it every day. All the diſorders in human 
ſociety, and the greateſt part even of the unbap- 
pineſs we ate expoſed to, ariſes from the ehvy; 
malice, covetouſneſs, and other luſts of men. 
I ve and all around us were juſt what we ought 
do be in all reſpects; we ſhould not need to go 


5 delivered 48 © prey 


nur abe Pafhons of Man, oy 


By: further for heaven, for it would; be upon” 
earth, But, way and violence preſent a ſpeQncle 


{til} mare. awful. Ho affecting is it to think. 
fhat the luſt of domination . quid be fo violent 


ons, or eyen, with the benęlfiz ariſa 


from mutual ſeryice, but ſhoyl. look upon the 
happineſs a0d grapguillicy of others aß an obüt u- - 
tion to their on: that, as if the great law of 


1 barurf mere not.enough . Nuſti chou art, and tg 


guſt chop ſnalt rerurg i they Should, be ſo fus 


og for the deſtructian of gach ther I Dis 


ſhocking ta think, ſince the firſß murder of Abel, 


by his prother Cain, what havock has been made 
of man by ma 
fills ahe, pages gt hiſtory, but the wars and con- 
tentians of pringes and empires What vaſt num. 


bers has lawleſs ambition brought into the field, 
39; the deſtrudtive ſword } 
If we dyel a little ppon the circumſtances, 


they become deeply affecting · The mother bears 


a child with pain, rears him by the laboriaus ate 


tendagegigf-wany years; yes in he prime of lifes 
in che Vigdur of health, and: bloom: of beauty, 
in a mament he ia c down: by he dreadful in; 


& wih confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in load. 
But the horror of the ſcene is not confined to 


dag vaixerlal ; char men agi be ſo rarely 155 
ied. with, their on poſſoſpons and acquility 


dn en aan, What is it that 


ſteuments of death... - Avery $ardle of the iwartior 


| ay held of Haughter ew g there unrelated, 
wee e 
1 | | 1 | * 
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8 7 Domina, Pruuli 
chr müſt be the; imprefiion upon "rhe" HHarions 
of te deceaſed? The bodies of the dead can 'only 
be:{eth,” and the cries of the d ying heard, for a 
ſingle day; ue naa lays el Hot put an end 
to! tlie mobrging of à parent fr a beloved fon, 
che jey and ſuppor 'of kis age, Gr. öf the bats 
und helpleſs br Phan for” a aber daken 0) it 
thi filnels*6P health andvigon 1223 zum Hon 
But, if this may be july eh af all Wars be⸗ 
tech mat and man, what ſh we'be able to 
_ is ſaitable to: the abhoried cent of cid il 
Var between citizetv and Gta? He deeply 
affccklag' is it that cho who" re tfelſame in 
complexion; the fame in 2 
A relgwhz eee ray 
one another with untleñti 8 and glory t 
the derd !!: FhatimenHhouk is Vote dhe f ds 
of their fellow ſadjectsꝰ with Whoſe pföviflon 
thy chemſehves haf been often 46d; *hnf' con- 
fume "with devouring? fre Hee höbfes in Which 
they HAT often found s beIpfeable ſhelter?" Theſe 
things are apt id overcome u Weak rnd with 
fearꝭ or ore lin weichich-brrbd, land Ali the 
greateſt number are apt tõ æte che higlfeſt in- 
dignatibng andokindle vplaſplrit w ef revenge. 
If chis laſt hastn Otherotendeney Have direct 
and invigorate the menſudes of ſebfide fene ed 
not take upon mme!wnb)iaſe ir} orÞthe conttary! 
cCaull icineceſſaty and laudable. to 100 903 4 
ut har E meng ar-chis — — the 
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15 b ver the Paſhotis of Men. 9 

minds, is, the depravity of human nature. From 
- whence come wars and fightings among you, ſays 
the apoſtle James , rome they not bence, even f 
your luſts that war in your members? Men of lax 
and corrupt principles take great delight in 
ſpeaking to the praiſe of human nature, and 
extolling its dignity, without diſtinguiſhing 
what it was at its firſt creation, from what it is 
in its preſent fallen eſtate. Theſe fine ſpecu- 
lations are very grateful to a worldly mind. 
They are alſo much more pernicious to uncau- 
tious and unthinking youth, than even the 
temptations to a diſſolute and ſenſual life, againſt 
which they are fortified by the dictates of na- 


tural conſcience, and a ſenſe of publick ſhame. 


But I appeal from theſe viſionary reaſonings to 
Wo hiſtory of all ages, and the inflexible teſti- 
mony of daily experience. Theſe will tell us 
-what men have been in their practice, and from 
thence you may judge what they are by nature 
while unrenewed. If I am not much miſtaken, 
& cool and candid attention either to the paſt 
hiſtory or preſent ſtate of the world, but above 
all to the ravages of lawlefs power, ought to 
humble us in the duſt, It ſhould at once lead 
us to acknowledge the juſt view given us in 
ſeripture of our loſt ſtate { to deſire the happy 


influence of renewing grace, each for ourſelves, 


and to long for the dominion of righteouſneſs 
ns yy" morn men ſhall beat their ſwords into 
| -< Wy” OS, * 
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Plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning-hooks ; 1 
when nation ſhall not lift up ſword 2 . jon | 


neither ſhall they learn war any more 


-- ij The wrath of man r God, as it is 
the inſtrument in his hands for bringing ſinners 
to repentance, and for the correction and im- 


provement of his own children. 


Whatever be the nature of the afflictions with 
which he viſits either perſons, families, or na- 
tions, whatever be the diſpoſitions or intentions 
of thoſe whoſe malice he employs as a ſcourge, the 


deſign on his part is to rebuke men for i iniquity, 
to bring them to repentance, and to promote 
their holineſs and peace. The ſalutary nature 
and ſanctifying influence of affliction in general 
is often taken notice of in ſcripture, both as 


| making a part of the purpoſe of God, and the 


experience of his ſaints. Now no affiiion, ſays 


the apoſtle, is for the preſent joyous but grievous, 


Nevertheleſs, it yieldeth afterwards the peaceable 


fruits of righteouſneſs to them who are exerciſed 
thereby . But what we are particularly led to 


obſerve, by the ſubject of this diſcourſe, is, 


that the wrath of man, or the violence of the 
oppreſſor, praiſes God in this reſpect, for it 


has a peculiar tendeney to alarm the ſecure con- 


ſcience, to convince and humble the obſtinate 


ſinner: this is plain from the nature of the 
thing, a and from the telfimony of experience. 
mM ON Publick 


Mie. N. 1 Heb. xii, 11. 


over the Paſſions of Men. It 
Publick calamity, particularly the deſtroying 
ſword, is ſo awful that it cannot but have a 
powerful influence in leading men to conſider 
the preſence and the power of God. It threatens 
them not only in themſelves, but touches them 
in all that is dear to' them, whether relations or 
poſſeſſions. © The prophet Iſaiah ſays, Tea, in the 
way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited 
for thee, for when thy judgments are in the earth 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſ- 
eſs * He conſiders it as the moſt powerful 
means of alarming the ſecure and ſubduing the 
obſtinate. Lord, when thy hand is lifted up they 
vill not ſee; but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed 
for their envy at the people: yea, the fire of thine 
enemies ſhall devour them F. It is alſo ſome- 
times "repreſented as a ſymptom of a hopeleſs 
and irrecoverable ſtate when publick calamities 


| have no effeft. Thus faith the Prophet, O 


Lord, thou haſt firicken them, but they have not 
grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but they have 
refuſed to receive correction: they have made 
their faces- Re thaw a rock, they have 10 : 
to return Þ. 
We can eafily . in dhe hiſtory of che 
Idtraelites, how ſevere” ſtrokes brought them 
to ſubmiſſion and penitence. When be ſlew 
them then they ſought bim, and they returned 
k wa ran early after God, and 1 mn. 
1 „ C2 . „ 


12 The Dominion of Providence 
ed that God was their * and the high _ 
their Redeemer *, — 

Both nations in Nd ds private debe 
are apt to grow remiſs and lax in a time of 
- proſperity and ſeeming ſecurity, but when their 
earthly comforts are endangered or withdrawn, 
it lays them under à kind of neceſſity to ſeek 
for ſomething better in their place. Men muſt 
have comfort from one quarter or another, 

When earthly things are in a pleaſing and pro- 
miſing condition, too many ate apt to „ind their 

reſt, and be ſatisfied with them as their own 
portion, But when. the vanity and paſſing na- 
ture of all created comfort is diſcovered, they 
are compelled. to look for ſamething more dura- 
ble as well as valuable. What therefore can be 
more to the praiſe of God than that, when 4 
whole people have forgotten their refting place, 
when they have abuſed their privileges, and de- 
ſpiſed their mercies, they ſhould by. diſtreſs and 
ſufferings be made to hearken 1 the een and re- 
turn to their duty 
There is an inexpreſſble depth and variety 
in the judgments of God, as in all his other 
works, but we may lay down this as a certain 

principle, that if there were no ſin there could 
be no ſufferings, therefore they are certainly for 
the correction of ſin, or for the trial, illuſtra- 
tion, and perfecting of the graces and virtues of 
his own ö We are not to ſuppoſe that 


TERA thoſe. 
* — * plat; — 34. 35. 55 4 
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weib their ſacrifices) were finners above all the 


over the Paſſions of: Men, 13 
thoſe who ſuffer moſt, or who ſuffer ſooneſt, 
are therefore more criminal than others. Our 
Saviour himſelf thought it neceſſary to give 
a caution againſt this raſh concluſion, as we are 
informed by the evangeliſt *. Suppoſe ye that 
theſe. Galileans (whoſe blood Pilate had mingled 


Gelileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things? 1 
tell you nay, but except ye repent ye Mall all like- 
wh periſh, © 
I ſuppoſe we may ſay, with ſufficient war- 
rant, chat it often happens that thoſe for whom 
God has deſigns of the greateſt mercy are firſt 
brought to the trial, that they may enjoy in due 
time the ſalutary effects of the Oe me- 

en Os 
I muſt alſo take * to ſerve, and hi 
no pious humble ſufferer will be unwilling: to 
make the application, that there is often a diſ- 
-cernable mixture of ſovereignty and righteouſ- 
neſs in providential diſpenſations. It is the pre- 
rogative of God to do what he will with his own, 
but he often diſplays his juſtice irſelf, by throwing 
into the furnace of affſiction thoſe, who, though 
"they may not be viſibly worſe than others, may yet 
have more to anſwer for as having been favour- 
ed with more diſtinguiſhed privileges both civil 
and ſacred. It is impoſſible for us to make a 
1 15 and 1 PT * FINE characters either 
8 W; 2 of 


.'* Luke xiii. .. 
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of — or nations, and it would be extreme- 
ly fooliſh for any to attempt it, either for in- 
creaſing their own ſecurity, or impeaching the 
Juſtice of the ſupreme Ruler. Let us therefore 
neither forget the truth, nor go beyond it. His 
"mercy fills the earth: be is alſo known by the judę- 
ment which be. executeth. | The wrath of man, 
in its moſt tempeſtuous rage, . fulfils his will 
and finally promotes the good * his church. 


ul The wrath of man i God, as ok ſets 
Dounds to it, or reſtrains it by his providence, 
and ſometimes makes it evidently a means of 
promoting and illuſtrating his glory. 

There is no part of divine Providence in 
which a greater beauty and majeſty appears, 
than when the almighty Ruler turns the coun- 
ſels of wicked men into confuſion, and makes 
them militate againſt themſelves, If the pſalmiſt 
may be thought. to have a view in this text to 
the truths illuſtrated i in the two former qbſerva- 
- tions, there is no doubt at all that he had a 
particular view to this, as he ſays in the latter 
part of the verſe, _the remainder of wrath thou 
Halt reſtrain. The ſcripture abounds. with in- 
ſtances in which, the deſigns of oppreſſors were 
either wholly diſappointed, or in execution fell 
far ſhort of the malice. of their intentions, and 
in ſome they turned out to the honour and hap- 
pineſs of the perſons or the people whom they 
intended to deſtroy. We have an inſtance of 


the 


ober the Paſions of + Men. 13 


che firſt of theſe | in the hiſtory to which my text 


relates We have alſo an inflance in Eſther, . 
in which the moſt miſchievous deſigns of Ha- 
man, the ſon of Hamedatha the Agagite, againſt 
Mordecai the Jew, and the nation from which 
he ſprung, turned out to his on deſtruction, 
the honour of Mordecai, and the ſalvation and 

peace of his people. From the new teſtament 
J will make choice of a memorable event, on 
which the ſalvation of believers in every age 
reſts as its foundation, the death and ſufferings 
of the Son of God. This the great adverſary 


and all his agents and inſtruments proſecuted 


with unrelenting rage. When they had blacken- 
ed him with ſlander, when they ſcourged him 
with ſhame, when they had condemned him 
in judgment, and nailed him to the croſs, how 
could they help eſteeming their victory com- 
pleat? But, O the unſearchable wiſdom of 
God! they were but perfecting the great de- 
ſign laid for the ſalvation of ſinners. Our 
bleſſed Redeemer by his death \ finiſhed his 
work, overcame principalities and powers, and 
made a ſnew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in his croſs. With how much juſtice do 


his apoſtles and their companions offer this 


doxology to God. They lift up their voice to 

Cod with one accord, and ſaid, Lord, thou art God 

b " mage” beaven 2 earth and the ſea, 
end 


/® The matter is fally Rated and reaſoned apon by the 
| Prophet Iſaiah, chap: x, 3— 19. 
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of perſons or nations, and it would be extreme- 
ly foohſh' for any to attempt it, either for in- 
creaſing their own ſecurity, or impeach ing the 
juſtice of the ſupreme Ruler. Let us therefore 
neither forget the truth, nor go beyond it. His 
mercy fills the earth : be is alſo known by the judg- 
ment which be executeth. The wrath of man, 
in its moſt tempeſtuous rage, fulfils his will 
and finally promotes the good of his church. 


3. The wrath of man praiſes God, as he ſets 
bounds to it, or reſtrains it by his providence, 
and ſometimes makes it evidently a means of 

Promoting and illuſtrating his glory. 

There is no part of divine Providence in 
which a greater beauty and majeſty appears, 
than when the almighty Ruler turns the coun- 
ſels of wicked men into confuſion, and makes 
them militate againſt themſelves, If the pſalmiſt 
may be thought to have a view in this text to 
the truths illuſtrated in the two former obſerva- 
tions, there is no doubt at all that he had a 
particular view to this, as he ſays in the latter 
part of the verſe, the remainder of wrath thou 
falt reftrain. The ſcripture abounds with in- 
| ſtances in which, the deſigns of oppreſſors were 
either wholly diſappointed, or in execution fell 
far ſhort of the malice, of their intentions, and 
in ſome they turned out to the honour and hap- 
pineſs of the perſons or the people whom they 
intended to deſtroy. We have an inſtance of 


the 


ober the Paſſion of Men. 13 


the firſt of theſe in the hiſtory to which my text 


relates: We have alſo an inflance in Eſther, 
in which the moſt miſchievous deſigns of Ha- 
man, the ſon of Hamedatha the Agagite, againſt 
Mordecai the Jew, and the nation from which 
he ſprung, turned out to his on deſtruction, 
the honour of Mordecai, and the ſalvation and 
peace of his people. From the new teſtament 
1 will make choice of a memorable event, on 
which the ſalvation of believers in every age 
reſts as its foundation, the death and ſufferings 
of the Son of God. This the great adverſary 
and all his agents and inſtruments proſecuted 
with unrelenting rage. When they had blacken- 

ed him with ſlander, when they ſcourged him 

with ſhame, when they had condemned him 
in judgment, and nailed him to the croſs, how 

could they help eſteeming their victory com- 
pleat? But, O the unſearchable wiſdom of 
God! they were but perfecting the great de- 
ſign laid for the ſalvation of ſinners. Our 


5 bleſſed Redeemer by his death finiſhed his 


work, overcame principalities and powers, and 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in his croſs, With how much juſtice do 

his apoſtles and their companions offer this 


doxology to God. They lift up their voice to 


| God with one accord, and ſaid, Lord, thou art God 
which * * heaven and earth and the ſea, 
and 


»The matter is fully ated and reaſoned upon by the 
prophet Iſaiah, chap: x. 5—-19, 
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and all that in them is : who by the mouth of 10 
| ſervant David haſt ſaid, Why did tbe heathen 
rage, and the people imagine vain things ? The 
kings of the earth flood up, and the rulers were 
| gathered together, againſt tbe Lord and againſt his 
Cbriſt. For of a truth againſt thy holy child Feſus, 
whom thou haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Iſrael, 
were gathered together, for to do whatſoever thy 
hand and thy counſel Aue r to be 
- "done ®. 78 

In all after-agis, in conformity to this, the 
deepeſt laid contrivances of the prince of dar- 
neſs have turned to the confuſion of their au- 
thor. And 1 know not but, conſidering his 
malice and pride, this perpetual diſappointments, 
and the ſuperiority of divine wiſdom, may be 
one great ſource of his ſuffering and torment. 
The croſs has ſtill been the banner of truth, 
-under which' it hath been carried through the 
world. Perſecution has beem as the furnace to 
the gold to purge it of its droſs, to manifeſt its 
purity and encreaſe its luſtre, It was taken no- 
tice of very early, that the blood of the mar- 
tyrs was the ſeed of chriſtianity. The more 
abundantly it was ſhed the more Fin, did 
the harveſt grox. 5 
So certain has this PETTY that the moſt 
-violent infidels, both of early and of later ages, 
Ave endende to account for it, and have 


Kandel. 


Add * 244-28, 


vb the Paſſions of Mai: 17 


obſerved,” that there is 2 ſpirit of obſtinacy In 
man which inelines him to reſiſt violence, and 
that ſeverity doth but enecreaſe oppoſition, be 
the eßuſe what it will. They ſuppoſe that per- 
ſecution is equally proper to propagate truth and 
error?” This, though in part true, will by no 
means generally hold. Such an apprehenſion, 
however, gave occaſion to a glorious triumph 
of divine Providence, of an oppoſite kind, 
which 1-muſt briefly" relate to you. One of the 
Roman ettiperors, Julian, ſurnamed the Apoſtate, 
perteiving how impoſſible it was to ſuppreſs the 
Goſpel by violence, endeavoured to extinguiſh i it 
by neglectk and ſcorn, He left the chriſtians 
unmoleſted for ſome time, but gave all man- 
ner of enoouragement to thoſe of oppolite rin- 
ciples, and particularly” the Jews, out of ha- 
tired to the chtiſtians, and that he might 3 
publick diſgrace upon the Galileans, as he 
felted to ftile them. "He encouraged the Jews 
to rehuild the temple of Jeruſalem, and vinbly 
refute the prophecy of Chriſt that it ſhould lie 
under perpetual deſolation. But this profane 
attempt was ſo ſingularly fruſtrated, that it 
ſerved. 28 moch as any one | circumſtance to 
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was, prevented, it fis. heyond all copitroverſy,. 
ſtom the concurring teſtimony, of heathens and 
chriſtians, . that lirzle or no progreſt w ever 
made. in it, and that ip a ſhort time it Was * 
roy, defeated, vic 01790NG ep 21 DON: 
a tis proper JS. to obſerve that at the time 
'of WA reformation, when; religion; began, to re- 
Vives. - nothing, contributed) more to Se its 
reception and.encreaſs i its . progreſs than the vio- 
ence 9 of its perſecutors, {ow Their cruelty, and the 
Patience of; the ſufferers, naturally diſpoſed men 
"ro examine and weigh, the cauſe. to Which they 
"adhered with ſo 2 5 conſtancy and reſolution. 
At dhe ſame, ti time. allo when they were perſecuted 


41 111 


in one city " they, fled to another, and carried the 


4 2 


diſcoveries of popiſh fraud to every part gf the 
world.” 1 Was by ſome of theſe, , who: were 

perſecuted in in Germany, that the light, of, he r be: 
formation was fq early, 1. into Britss: 


The“ power of divine covidange, appears 
with the more diſtinguiſhed. Juſtre, when {mall 
and inconſider ble. cireumſtances, and ſome- 
timies che e and ſeaſons, have defeated 

the moſt f formidable armaments, and fruſtrated 
the beſt concerted expeditions. Near two hun- 
dred years ago the monarchy of Spain was in 
the height of its power and glory, and, deter- 
mined to cruſh the intereſt 15 the reformation. 
T hey Tent \ out a powerful armament againſt 


Briton, giving it oltenrariouſly, | and in my 


Opinion, Fa, the r name of the Invincible 
Armada. 


i 


over 197. M Men. 1 1 19 
Hnude. But it plesſed God fo ent rely to 
difcomfitsit by tempeſts, that a ſma}l part of 
it feturned home, though”! hot Britiſh force had 
deen oppoſed rovit at all. be k 
We have a CAE hae of. We influ- - 
ence of ſmall eircuthflantes in Providence in 
the Engliſh hiſtory" The two moſt remarkable 
perſons i in the civil wars had earneſtly acfired to 
withdraw themſelves from the contentipng of 
the times, Mr. Hampden and Oliver Cromwell. 
They had actually taken their paſſage i in a ſhip 
for New England, when, by an arbitrary order 
of counoi, they were compelled to remain at 
home. The conſequence of this was, that one 
of them was the ſoul of the republican oppoli- 
tion to a monarchical uſurpation during the civil 
wars; and the other, in the courſe of © 'the con- 
teſt, was the great rg in SOAK the 
tyrant to the block. 

The only other hiſtorical 0 1 am to 
make is, that the violent pert otkch ; 
many eminent «chriſtians met with in England, 
from their brethren ho- called themſelves pro- 
teſtants; drove them in great numbers, to 4 
diſtam part of the world, where the light of the 
Goſpel and true religion were unknown, Some 
of the American ſettlements, particularly thoſe 
in New England, were chiefly made by them; 
and as they carried the knowledge of Chriſt to 
the dark places of the earth, ſo they continue 
themſelyes | in as great a degree of . of 

D 2 fail 


1 


20 The Dominiad of Providence 
faith, and ſtrictneſs of practice, or rather xe Dr 
chan is to be found in any part of the proteſtant 
world. Does not the wrath of man, in this 
inſtance, praiſe God ? Was nat the accuſer of 
the brethren, who ſtirs: pp their enemies, thus 
taken in his own craftineſs, and his kingdom 


ſhaken * Win e 
n ty 5 0 


II. 1 proceed. 10 8 3 3 
which was to apply the principles illuſtrated 
above to our preſent ſituation, by inferences of 
cruth for your inſtruction and comfort, and by 


ſuitable exhortations o 2p in e PAIN 
Me. And, . | Thos (HER 


1. In the firſt N 1 would take the oppare 5 
tunity on this occaſion, and from this ſubject, 
to preſs every hearer to a lingere concern 2 hig 

' own ſouls falvation. | 

There are times when the a map bins 

peed to be more awake to divine truth, and 
the conſcience more open to the arrows of con- 
ti daun ak en 4 ae * Fare 


4 


Sf Leſt this ſhould be thought 2 jemporiing arne 
de the people of New England, who have been the firſt 
| ſofferers in the preſent conteſt,” and he ſo noble an 
g example of inyincible fortitude, in withſtanding the vio- 
lence of oppreſſion, I think it proper to obſerve, that the 
whole paragraph is copied! from a ſermon on E/ Inxiv. 223 

prepared and preached'in W n in the month of Ay- 
guſt, 2758. 5 


nt is of this kind, as appears from what 
has been already ſuid. That eurioſity and at- 
tention, at leaſt, are ruiſed in ſome degree is 
plain from the unuſual throng of this aſſembly. 
Can you have a clearer view of the finfulnefs of 
your nature than when the rod of the oppreflor 
is lifted up, and you ſee men putting on the 
habit of the warrior, and collecting on every 
| hand the weapons of hoſtility and inſtruments of 
death? I do not blame your ardour in prepar- 
| ing for the reſolute defence of your temporal 
rights. But conſider, I beſeech you, the truly 
infinite importance of the ſalvation of your 
fouls. - Is it of much moment whether you and 
your children ſhall be rich or poor, at liberty 
or in bonds? Is it of much moment whether 
this beautiful eountry ſhall encreaſe in fruitful- 
neſs from year to year, being cultivated by ac- 
tive induſtry, and poſſeſſed by independent free- 
men, or the ſcanty produce of the neglected 
fields ſhall be eaten up by hungry publicans, 
while the timid owner trembles at the tax - ga- 
therer's approach? And is it of leſs moment, 
my brethren, whether you ſhall be the heirs of 
glory, or the heirs of hell ? Is your ſtate on 
earth, for a few fleeting years, of ſo much mo- 
ment? and is it of leſs moment what ſhall be 
your ſtate through endleſs ages? Have you 
aſſembled together willingly to hear what ſhall 
be ſaid on publick affairs, and to join in im- 
ploting the bleſſing. of God on the counſels and 
arms 
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arms of the United Colonies ? and can you be 
unconcerned what ſhall begome af: you ſor ever, 
when all the monuments ef human greatneſs 
ſhall be laid in aſhes ? For the earub itſelf, and 
all the works that, are therein ſhall be burnt up. 


Wherefore, my beloved brethzen, as the miniſtry 


of reconciliation 1 is committed to me, I beſeech 
you, in the moſt earneſt manner, to attend to 
the things that belong to your peace before they 


are hid from your eyes. How. ſoon, and in 
what manner a. ſeal. ſhall be ſer upon the cha- 
racter and ſtate of every perſon here preſent, it 


is impoſſible to know, for he who alone can 


know does not think proper to reveal it. But 


you may reſt aſſured, that there is no time more 
ſuitable, and there is none ſo ſafe, as that which 
is preſent :. ſince it is wholly uncertain whether 
any other ſhall be yours. Thoſe who ſhall firſt 
fall in battle have not many warnings to receive. 
There are ſome few daring and hardened ſinners 
who deſpiſe eternity itſelf, and ſet their Maker 
at defiance; but the far greater number, by 


ſtaving off their convictions to a more 'conve- = 


nient ſeaſon, have been taken unprepared; and 
thus eternally loft. 1 would therefore earneſtly 
preſs the apoſtle's exhortation (2 Cor. vi. 1. 2, 


We then as workers togepher with, God, beſeech 3 
Jou that ye receive not the grace of Gad in vin. 


Bebold now is the accepted time, behold now is the 


day of ſalvation Suffet me now. to beſeech you, 
* rather to give you, warning, not to reſt ſatiſ- 


hed 


vber the Paſſions" of Mt 29 
fied with a form of 'gadlineſs denying the power 
thereof. There can he nd true religion till 
there be à diſcovrry of your loſt ſtate by na- 
ture and practice, and an unfeigned acceptance 
of Chriſt Jeſus as he is offered in the goſpel. 
Unhappy they who either deſpiſe his mercy or 
are aſhamechof his eroſs. Believe it, there is 
no falvstion in any other j neither is there any other 
name given under heaven among men whereby tue 
mußt be ſaved.) Unleſs you are united to him 
by a living faith; not the reſentment of a haugh- 
ty monarch, but the ſword of divine juſtice 
hangs over you, and the fulneſs of divine ven- 
geance / ſhall ſpeedily overtake you. I do nor 
ſpeak this only to the heaven-daring profligate, 
or grovelling ſenſualiſt, but to every inſenſible 
ſinner: to all thoſe, however decent and order- 
ly in their civil deportment, who live to them 
ſelues and have their part and portion in this 
life. In fine, to all who are yet in a ſtate of 
nature; for except a man be bern again be can- 

not ſſes the kingdom of God. The fear of man may 
make vo hide your profanity : prudenee and 
| experience may make you abhor intemperance 
and riot. As you advance in life one vice may 
ſupplant another, and hold its place, but no- 
thing leſs than the ſovereign grace of God can 
ꝓroduce a ſaving change of heart and temper, 
or fic you for his e er un d 
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2. From what has been ſaid upon this ſub- 
ject you may ſee what ground there is to give 
praiſe to God for his favours already beſtowed 

upon us reſpecting the publick cauſdG. 

It would be a criminal inattention not to 

obſerve the fingular interpoſition of Providence 

hitherto in behalf of the American colonies. 
diſcourſe, as well as improper at this time, to 
go through every ſtep of our paſt tranſactions, 

Imuſt therefore content myſelf with a few re- 

marks. - Hoy many diſcoveries haye been made 

of the deſigns of enemies in Brit and among 
durſelves, in a manner as unexpected to us as to 
them, and in ſuch ſcaſon as to prevent their 

effect. What ſurpriſing ſucceſs has attended 
our encounters: in almoſt every inſtance. Has 
not the boaſted diſcipline of regular and veteran 
ſoldiers been turned into confuſion and diſmay 
by the new and maiden courage of freemen, in 
defence of their property and right? In what 

great mercy, has blood been ſpared on the ſide 
aof this injured country. Some important vic- 
tories in the South have been gained with fo lit 
tle loſe, that enemies will probably think it has 
been: diſſembled, ad many even of ourſelves 
thought, till time rendered it undeniable. © But 


theſe: were comparatively of ſmall moment. 
The ſignal advantage we have gained by the 
evacuation of Boſton, and the ſhameful flight 
of che army and navy of Britain, was brought 
| about 


"over he Paſſions of Men. 23 
about without the loſs of a ſingle man. To 
all this we may add, that the counſels of our 
enemies have been viſibly confounded, ſo that 
I believe 1 may ſay, with truth, that there is 
hardly any ſtep which they have taken but it 
has operated ſtrongly againſt themſelves, and 
been more in our favour than if _ had . 
lowed a contrary courſe. — + 
While we praiſe God the ſupreme Diſpoſer of 
| all events, for his interpoſition in our behalf, 
let us guard againſt the dangerous error of 
truſting in or boaſting of an arm of fleſh. I 
could earneſtly wiſh, that while our arms are 
crowned with ſucceſs we might content ourſelves 
with a modeſt aſcription of it to the power of 
the Higheſt. It has given me great uneaſineſs 
to read ſome oſtentatious vaunting expreſſions 
in our newſ- papers, though happily, I think, 
much reſtrained of late; Let us not return to 
them again. If I am not miſtaken, not only 
the holy ſcriptures 1 in general, and the truths of 
the goſpel in particular, but the whole courſe 
of Providence ſeems. intended to abaſe the 
pride of man, and lay the vain-glorious in the 
duſt, How many inſtances does hiſtory furniſh 
us with of thoſe who, after exulting over and 
deſpiſing their enemies, were ſingularly and 
ſhamefully defeated. The truth is, 1 believe 
the remark may be applied univerſally, and we 
may ſay, that through the whole frame of na- 
ture, and the whole ſyſtem of human life, that 
| E which 
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which-promiſes moſt, performs the leaſt; - The 
flowers of fineſt colour ſeldom have the ſweeteſt 
fragrance. The trees of quickeſt growth, or 


faireſt form, are ſeldom of the greateſt-value or 
duration. Deep waters move with the leaſt 
noiſe. Men who think moſt are feldom talka- 


tive. And, I think it holds as much in war as 
in any thing, that every boaſter is a co-ward. 
Pardon me, my brethren, for inſiſting fo 
Hoch on this, which may ſeem but an immate- 
tial circumſtance. It is, in my opinion, of 
very great moment. I look upon oſtentation 


and confidence, to be a fort of outrage upon 


providence, And when it becomes general, 
and infuſes itſelf into the ſpirit of a people, it is 


a ſure forerunner of deſtruction. How does 


Goliah the champion, armed in a moſt formi- 
dable manner, expreſs his diſdain of David the 
ſtripling, with his fling and ſtone. And when 


the Pbiliſtine looked about and ſaw David, be diſ- 
dained him, for be was but a youth, and ruday, 


and of a fair countenance. And the Pbiliſtine 


aid unto David, am I a dog, that thou comeſt to 


me with: ſtaves ? And the Philiftine curſed David 


| by his gods. And the Philiſtine ſaid 10 David, 
Come to me, and I will give thy fleſh unto 
the fowls of the air, and to the beaſts of the 


Feid. But how juſt and modeſt the reply. 


ben ſaid David to the Pbiliſtine, Thou com- 
"of to me with a ſword, and with a ſpear, and 
| with a ſhield © but I come unto thee in the name 


of 
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of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the e armies of 
Lene whom thou haſt deſed d'. 

I was well pleaſed with a remark of this kind 
thirty years ago, in a pamphlet +, in which it 
was "obſerved, that there was a great deal of 
profane oſtentation in the names given to the 
ſhips of war, as the Victory, the Valiant, the 
Thtiunderer, the Dread-nought, the Terrible, the 
Fite· brand, the Furnace, the Lightening, the 
Infernal, and many more of the ſame kind 4. 
This the author conſidered as a ſymptom of 
their national character and manners, very un- 


favourable, and not likely to obtain the bleſſing 
of the God of Heaven. 5 


6 F rom what hink bony faid, you may learn 
what encouragement you have to pur heyy truſt 
1; vg Ez noe et 2 vi 
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lam ſenfible that two or three of theſe were ſhips 
taken from the French, which brought their names with 
em; but the greateſt number had their names impoſed 
in England. And I cannot help obſerving, that Th Vie- 
tory, often celebrated as the fineſt ſhip ever built in Bri- 
| tain, was loſt in the night, without a ſtorm, by ſome un- 
known accident, and about 1200 perſons, many of them 
of the firſt families in the nation, were buried in the deep. 

I do not mean to infer any thing from this, but that we 
ought to live under the praflical perſuaſion of what no 
man will doctrinally deny, that there is no warring with 

the elements, or him who direQs their force; that he is 
able to write diſappeintmeat on the wiſeſt human ſchemes, 


and, by the word of his power, to fruſtrate the efforts of 
the greateſt monarch upon earth, 
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in God, ahd hope for his alliſtanee in the py. 


ſent important conflict. 

He is the Lord of Hoſts, en in might, 
and ſtrong in battle. Whoſoever bath his 
countenance and approbation, ſhall have the 
| beſt at laſt, I do not mean to ſpeak propheti- 
cally, but agreeably to the analogy. of faith, 

and the principles of God's moral government. 
Some have obſerved, that true religion, and in 
her train, dominion, riches, literature, and 
arts, have taken their courſe in a flow and gra- 
dual manner, from Eaſt to Weſt, ſince the 
earth Was ſettled after the flood: and from 
thence forebode the future glory of America, 
I leave this as a matter rather of conjecture than 
certainty; but obſerve that if your cauſe 5 
unt, your principles are pure—and if your 

conduct is prudent, you need not. tear the mul. 
titude of oppoſing hoſts. 


If your cauſe is juſt, you may look with 
confidence to the Lord, and entreat him to 
plead it as his own. 5 are all my witneſſes, 
that this is the firſt time of my introducing any 
Political ſubject into the pulpit, At this ſea- 

ſon,” however, it is not only lawful, but neceſ- 
ſary; and 1 will embrace the opportunity of 
declaring my opinion, without. any heſitation, 
that the cauſe in which America is now in arms, 
is the cauſe of juſtice, of liberty, and of human 
nature. So far as we have hitherto proceeded, 
I am ſatisfied chat the Enn of the colo⸗ 
| nicg. 
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nies has not been the effect of pride, reſent- 


ment, or ſedition, but of a deep and general 


conviction, that our civil and religious liberties, 
and conſequently, in a great meaſure, the tem- 
poral and eternal happineſs of us and our poſte- 

rity, depended on the iſſue. The knowledge of 


God and his truths have, from the beginning 
of the world, been chiefly, if not entirely, con · 


fined to thoſe parts of the earth where ſome de- 


gree of liberty and political juſtice were to br 


ſeen, and great were the difficulties with which 
they had to ſtruggle, from the imperfection of 


human ſociety, and the unjuſt deciſions of 


uſurped authority. There is not a ſingle in- 


ſtance in hiſtory, in which civil liberty was loſt. 


and religious liberty preſerved entire, If, 


therefore, we yield up our temporal property, 


we, at the ſame time, deliver che conſcience i into 
bondage. 30 | 


Tou ſhall not; my brethren, hear from me in | 


the pulpir, what you never have heard from me 
in converſation; I mean, railing” at the king 
perſonally, or even at his "miniſters, and the 


'parliament, and the people of Britain, as ſo 
many barbarous ſavages. Many of their actions 


have probably been worſe than their intentions. 
That they ſhould deſtre unlimited dominion, if 


| they can obtain or preſerve it, is neither new 


nor wonderful. I do not refuſe. ſubmiſſion to 
their unjuſt claims becauſe they are corrupt and 
profligate, although probably many of them are 
1 | OE NS Ol ſo, 


; 
9 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


30 The Dominion of Providence 
fo, but becauſe. they are men, and therefore li- 
able to all the ſelfiſh. biaſſes inſeparable from 
human nature. I call theſe claims unjuſt, of 
making laws to bind us in all caſes whatever, 
becauſe they are ſeparated from us, indepen- 
dent of us, and have an intereſt in oppoling us. 
:« Would any man, who could prevent it, give up 
his eſtate, perſon, and family, to the diſpoſal 
of his neighbour, although he had liberty to 
chuſe the wiſeſt and beſt maſter? Surely not. 
This is the true and proper hinge of the con- 
troverſy between Great Britain and America. It 
is, however, to be added, that ſuch i is their dif- 
tance from us, that a wiſe and prudent admi- 
niſtration of our affairs is as impoſſible, as the 
claim of authority is unjuſt. Such is and 
muſt be their j ignorance of the ſtate of things 
here, ſo much time muſt elapſe before any er- 
rors can be ſeen and remedied, and ſo much in- 
juſtice and partiality muſt be expected from the 
arts and  miſrepreſentations, of intereſted. per - 
ſons, that for theſe colonies to depend wholly 
upon the legiſlature of Great Britain, would-be, 
like many other oppreſſive connexions, injury 
8 the maſter, and ruin to the ſla ve. 
I management of the war well, on their 
were — 0 * it not * _ ha ab- 
ſurdity and impropriety. they have conducted 
their own deſigns? We had nothing ſo much 
to fear as diſſention, and they. haves by wanton 
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and unneceſſary cruelty, forced us into union. 


At the ſame time, to let us ſee what we have to 
expect, and what would be the fatal conſe- 
quences of unlimited ſubmiſſion, they have 
uniformly called thoſe acts lenity, which filled 


this whole continent with reſentment and hor- 


ror. The ineffable diſdain expreſſed by our 


fellow ſubject, That he would not hearken 10 „ 


* America till ſhe was at his feet,” has 


armed more men, and inſpired more deadly 


rage, than could have been done by laying 
waſte a whole province with fire and ſword. 


they ſent over. handful after handful, till we 


| were ready to oppoſe a multitude greater than 
they have to ſend. In fine, if there was one 


place ſtronger than the reſt, and more able and 


willing to reſiſt, there they made the attack, and 


left the others. till they were duly informed, 


completely incenſed, and fully ee with 


ite of war. 


1 mention theſe things, my brethren, not oats 
as grounds of confidence in God, who can 
eafily overthrow the wiſdom of the wiſe, but as 


deciſive proofs of the impoſſibility of theſe * 
great and growing ſtates being ſafe and happy, 


when every part of their internal polity is de- 
| pendent on Great Britain. If, on account of 
their diſtance and ignorance of our ſituation, 

chey ene, not conduct ane own A e with 


pro- 


Again, we wanted not numbers, but time, and 
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propriety for one year, how can they give di- 
rection and vigour to every department of ouↄ 
A” eivil conſtitution from age to age There ar 
fixed bounds to every thing human, When 
the branches of a tree grow very e and 
« weighty, they fall off from the trunk. The 
« ſharpeſt ſword will not pierce where it cannot 
« reach. And there is a certain diſtance from 
the ſeat of government, where an attempt to 
« rule will either -produce tyranny and helpleſs 
« ſubjection, or * K nes and effect ſe- 
1. paration. | FOOTY $7 $97 
1 have faid—If. your iflociples: are pure 
che meaning of which is, if your preſent oppo- 
fition'to the claims of the Britiſh miniſtry does 
not ariſe from a ſeditious and turbulent ſpirit, 
or a wanton contempt of legal authority, from 
a blind and factious attachment to particular. 
perſons or parties, or from a ſelfiſh rapacious 
diſpoſition, and a deſire to turn publick confu- 
ſion to private profit; bur from a concern for 
the intereſt of your country, and the ſafety of 
yourſelves and your poſterity, On this ſubject 
I cannot help obſerving, that though it would 
be a miracle if there were not many ſelfiſh per- 
ſons among us, and diſcoveries now and then 
made of mean and intereſted tranſactions, yet 
they have been comparatively inconſiderable 
both in number and effect. In general there has 
been ſo great a degree of public ſpirit, that we 
have much more reaſon to be thankſul for its 
vigour 
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vigour and prevalence, than to wonder at the 
few appetites of diſhoneſty or dilaffetion, 
It woult be very uncandid to aſcribe the uni- 
verſal afdour that has prevailed among all ranks 
of men, and the ſpirited exertions in the moſt 
diſtant colonies, to any thing elſe than publick 
ſpirit. Nor was there ever a in biſtory , 
ſo general a commotion, from which religious 
Geer have been ſo entirely excluded. No- 
thing of this kind has as yet been heard, except 
of late in the abſurd, but malicious wy deteſt- 
able attempts of a few remaining enemies to in- 
troduce them. At the fame time ] muſt alſo, 
for the honour of this country, obſerve, that 
though government, in the ancient form, has 
been fo long unhinged, and, in ſome colonies, 
not ſufficient care taken to ſubſtitute another 
in its place, yet has there been, by common 
conſent, a much greater degree of order and 
püblick peace, than men of reflection and ex- 
perience foretold, or could expect. From all 
theſe circumſtances, conelude favourably of 
the principles of the friends of liberty, and do 
earneſily exhort you to adopt and act upon 
thoſe which have been deſcribed, and reſiſt the 
influence of every other. as | 
Once more: If to che juſtice of your. ſe, | 
| and. the purity of your principles, you, add bn 
Prudence in your conduct, there will. be the 
greateſt reaſon to kope, by the bleſſing of God, 
for proſperity and ſucceſs. By prudence in 
F con- 
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conducting this important ſtruggle, 1 have 
chiefly in view union, firmneſs, and patience. 


Every, body muſt perceive the abſolute neceſſity 


of union. It is, indeed, in every body's mouth, 
and therefore, inſtead of attempting to con- 
vince you of its importance, I will only caution 
you againſt the uſual. cauſes of diviſion. If 


— — 


perſons of every rank, inſtead of implicitly 
complying with the orders of thoſe whom they 


themſelves have choſen to. direct, will needs 


judge every meaſure over again when it comes 
to be put in execution; if different claſſes of 
men intermix their little private views, or claſh- 


ing intereſts, with public affairs, and marſhal | 


into parties the merchant againſt the land- 
Holder, and the land- holder againſt the mer- 
chant; if local provincial pride and jealouſy 
ariſe, and you allow yourſelves to ſpeak with 


contempt of the courage, character, manners, or 


even language, of particular Pe vo are 


doing a greater injury to the common cauſe, 


than you are aware of. If ſuch practices are 


admitted among us, I mall look upon it. as one 


of the moſt dangerous ſymptoms, and if they 
3 become general, of approaching ruin. 


By firmneſs and patience I mean, a reſolute 
adherence to your duty, and: laying your ac- 


count with many difficulties; as well as occaſi- 


onal diſappointments. In a former part of this 


diſcourſe, 1 have cautioned you againſt oſtenta- 
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tion and vain glory. Be pleaſed further to ob- 


and the ſame perſons who exult extravagantly 
on ſucceſs, are-generally moſt liable to diſpon- 
dent timidity on every little inconſiderable de · 
feat. Men of this chatacter are the corruption 


of every ſociety or party to Which they belong, 
but they are eſpecially the tuin of an army if 
ſuffered to continue in it. Remember tie vi- 
eiſſitodes of human things, and the uſual courſe 


of ptovidence. How often has a juſt cauſe 


been reduced to the loweſt ebb, and yet, when 
firmly adhered to, has become finally tri- 


umphant. I ſpeak of this 1 now, while the af- 
fairs of the colonies are in ſo proſperous a ſtate, 


leſt this proſperity irſelf ſhould render you lefs 
adv to bear unexpetted misfortunes. © © 


The ſum of the whole is, that the bleſſing ot | 


God. i is only to be looked for by thoſe Ty, are 


not wanting in the diſcharge of their own duty. 


I would neither have you to truſt in an arm of 
| fleſhy not ſit, with folded hands, and expect 
that miracles ſhould be wrought in your de- 


fence. This is a ſin, which, in ſeripture, is 
ſtiled tempting Cod. In oppoſition to it, T would 


exhort you as Joab did the hoſt of Trae) ; 


who, though he does not appear to have had 
a {ſpotleſs character throughout, certainly, in 


this inſtance, ſpoke like a prudent general, and 


2 re Be of good courage, and let 'us 
nM 
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play the men for aur people, and fur t be cities of 
our God, and the Lord 40 that which ſeemeih him 
good *. arr tit din . 
* ſhall n now ; hne, this difcour by. ſome 
exhortations to quty, founded upon the truths, 
which have been illuſtrated above, and: ſuited 


to the intereſting ſtate of this country at the 
© time. "Hf Als ite 


e vis you 11 


gt 1 gr ono o bein 
1. Gire me | have 4 recommend to, _ 
0 to the public intereſts of. religion, or, 


in other words, zeal tor the elo of God, A 
; the good of otl ners. & $04.9} 8 * Mn 
I have already endeayoured, to; exhort: Gamers 
to repentance. What I have here iq view, is 
to point out to you the concern. which every 
good man ought. to take in the national eba- 
racter and manners, and the meang; which he 
ought to ule for promating public virtue, and 
bearing down impiety and vice. F his isa mat⸗- 
ter of the utmoſt moment, and which ought to 
ba well vaderſftood:ibathiin its nature and prin- 
ciples, Nothing is more certain, than that a 
general. profligacy and corruption of manners, 
ike people ripe; for deſtruction. A — 
form of government may hold the rotteij mate 
rials together for ſome 4ime, but beyond a. cer- 
tain pitch, even the heſti conſtitutioꝝ vill be in- 
ellectual, ang, ſlayery muſt enſue. On the 
eh hand, When the-manuers. of a nation are 
Nh] . pure, 
1 055 ? 2 dam. x. 14, NO 
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pure, hen true religion and internal principles 
maintain their) vigour, the attempts of the moſt 
ful enemies to oppreſs them are commonly 
baffled ind diſappointed. Phis will be found 
equdlly- certain, whether we conſider the Dur 
principles of God's moral government, _ 

W and influence of natural cauſe. 
What follows from this? That he is che ben 
friews: to American liberty; -who is moſt ſincere 
and ative in: promoting:true and undeſi led re- 
ligion, and who ſets himſelf, with the greateſt 
frmneſs, th bear down ꝓreſaniex and immora- 
lity of every kind. Whoever is an avowed enemy 
to Gad, 1 ſcruple not 70 call him an enemy to 
his cbuntry : Lo not ſuppoſe, my brethen, 
that I mean to recommend furious and angry 
zeal for the circumſtantials of religion, or the 
contentions of one ſect of religion with ano - 
=_ about their peculiar diſtinctions. Ido 
not wiſn to oppoſe any body's religion but 
; Ho body's wickednels.” Perhaps thete are no 
ſurer marks of the reality of religion, than when 
à man feeh himſelf more joined in ſpurit to a 
truly holy perſon of a different denomination, 
than to zn irregular liver of his own. It is 
therefore your duty in this important and criti - 
cal ſoaſon to exert yourſelves, every one in his 
proper ſphere, to ſtem the tide of prevailing | 
vice, to promote the knowledge of God, the 
reverenee of his name has worſhip,” and 'ohe- 
dience to his laws. 511. To 20: dae 
Perhaps 
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„Perhaps you will aſk, what it is that you-are 
called to do for this purpoſe, further than your 
on perſonal duty? 4 anfyer, this itſelf, when 
taken in its proper extent, is not little. The na- 
ture and obligation of viſible religion is, I am 
aftaid, little underſtood, and leſs attended to. 
Many, from a real or pretended fear of the 
imputation of, hypocriſy, | baniſh» from their 
conveiſition and carriage, every appearance ot 
reſpett and ſubmiſſion to the living God. What 
1 wesbeneſs and mennneſs of ſpirit does it diſco- 
verp:for à man to ho aſhamed, in the preſence 
ofubis fellow-ſinners, to profeſs that reverence 
ta Almighty God which he inwardly feels! 
Th truth is, he males himſelf truly liable to 
a genuine, and perkaps more culpable, hypo- 
criſy, to appear to have leſs religion than you 
really have, than to appear to have more. This 
_ falſe ſhame is a'more extenſive e than is com- 
monly apprehended. We contribute conſtantly, 
though inſenſibly, to form each others charac- 
ters and manners, and, therefore, che uſefulneſs 
ol ſ a ſtrictly holy and conſcienti tmenr, 
is not confined £6; theypaſſefior,. but ſpreads its 
happy influence to all that are within its reach. 
I need ſearcely adge, that, in proportion as men 
are; diftinguiſhed, by underſtanding, literature, 
age, rank, office, wealth, or any ther circum- 


ſtance, their example will be uſeful: on the one 
hand, or pernicious on the other. : 
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But I cannot content myſelf with barely te- 


commending a ſilent example. There is a dig- 
nity in virtue which is entitled to authority. 


and ought to claim it. In many caſes, it is the 


duty of a good man, by open reproof and op- 


is a ſcripture ptecept, delivered i in very fingulac 
terms, to which I beg your attention. Thox 


falt not hate thy. brother in thy beart, but thou 


ſhalt in any wiſe, rebuke him, and not ſuffer 
fin upon him *. How prone are many to repre- 


ſent reproof, as flowing from in- nature and 
ſourneſs of temper. The ſpirit of God, on the 


contrary, conſiders it as the effect of inward 
batred, or want of genuine love, to forbear re- 


proof when it is neceſſary, or may be uſeful. I 
am ſenſible, there may, in ſome caſes, be a re- | 


ſtraint from prudence, agreeable to that chu- 
tion of our Lord, Caſt not your pearls before 
ſwine, le they trample them under their feet, and 
turn again and rend you +. Of this every man 
muſt. judge as well as he can for himſelf; but 
certainly, either by open reproof, or expreſſive 


ſilence, or ſpeedy departure from ſuch ſociety, 
we ought to guard N being partakers of 


other men's fins. 
© To this let me add, that if all men are- bound 
in ſome degree, certain claſſes of men are under 


Peculiar obligations, to to the diſcharge of this 


Ps, Far 1 miniſters parents, heads of 
- 2804 famili ies, 
GY a Lev. xix. 17. t Mat. vii. 6. 


poſition, to wage war with prophaneneſs, There 
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nerable, are called upon to uſe their authority 
and influence for the glory of God, and the 
good of others. Bad men themſelves difcover 


The Dominion bf Providence 
es TE thoſe hom age has rendered ve. 


an inward conviction of chis, for they are often 
Jiberal in their reproaches of perfons of grave 
characters or religious profeſſion” if they bear 
with patience the pete of others. Thſtead of 
enlarg] 17 on the duty of men in authority i in 
general, muſt particularly recommend this mat- 
ter to thoſe who have the command of ſoldiers 
enliſted for the defence of their country. The 
cauſe is facred, and the champions for it ought 


to be holy. Nothing | is more grieving, to the 
heart of a good man, than to hear from. thole. 


who are going into the field of battle, the hor- 


rid ſound of curſing and blaſphemy. It cools 
the ardour of his prayers, as well as abates his 
confidence and hope in God. Many more cir- 


cumſtances affect me in ſuch a caſe than I can 


enlarge upon, or indeed eaſily enumerate at pre- 


ſent : the glory of God, the intereſt of the de- 


| luded ſinner, going, like a devoted victim, and 
| imprecating vengeance on his own head, as well 3 
as the cauſe itſelf committed to his care. We 


have ſometimes taken the liberty to forebode the 
downfall of the Briciſh empire, from the cor- 


ruptiqn and degeneracy of the people. Unhap- 


pily the Britiſh ſoldiers have been diſtinguiſhed 


: among all the nations in Europe, for the moſt 


* 
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ſhocking profanity. Shall we then pretend to 
emulate them in this infernal diſtinction, or rob 
them of the horrid privilege God forbid! Let 
the officers of the army, in every degree, re- 
member, that, as military ſubjection while it 
laſts is the moſt compleat of any, it is in their 


power greatly to reſtrain, if not wholly to ba- 
niſh, this flagrant my: 41 


2. I exhort all who are not called to go into 
the field, to apply themſelves, with the utmoſt 
diligence, to works of induſtry, 

It is in your power, by this means, not only 
to ſupply the neceſſities, but to add to the 
ſtrength of your country. Habits of induſtry 
prevailing in a ſociety not only increaſe its 
wealth, as their. immediate effect, but they pre- 
vent the introduction of many vices, and are 
intimately connected with ſobriety and good 
morals. Idleneſs is the mother or nurſe of al- 
moſt every vice; and want, which is its inſepa- 
rable companion, urges men on to the moſt 
abandoned and deſtructive courſes. Induſtry, 
therefore, is a moral virtue of the greateſt mo- 
ment, abſolutely neceſſary to national proſperity, 
and the ſure way of obtaining the bleſſing of 
God. I would alſo obſerve, that in this, as well 
as in every other part of God's government, 
obedience to his will is as much a natural mean, 
as a meritorious cauſe of the advantage we wiſh 
t reap from | it. Induſtry brings up a firm and 
G hardy 
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hardy race. He who is inured to the labour 
of the field, is prepared for the fatigues of a 
campaign. The active farmer, who riſes with 
the dawn, and follows his team or plow, muſt, 
in the end, be an over-match for. thoſe effemi- 
nate and delicate ſoldiers who are nurſed in the 
lap of ſelf-indulgence, and whoſe greateſt ex- 
ertion is the important preparation for, and te- 
dious attendance on, a maſquerade or midnight 


ball. 


3. In the laſt place, ſuffer me to o recommend 
to you frugality in your families, and every 
other article of expence. | 
This the ſtate of things among us renders 

abſolutely neceſſary, and it ſtands i in the moſt 

immediate connection both with virtuous in- 
duſtry and active public ſpirit. Temperance 
in meals, moderation in dreſs, furniture, and 

equipage, have, I think, generally been charac- 
teriſtics of a diſtinguiſned patriot. And when 
the ſame ſpirit pervades a people in general, 
they are fit for every duty, and able to encoun- 
ter the moſt formidable enemy. The general 
ſubject of the preceding diſcourſe has been 
The wrath of man praiſing God. If the unjuſt 
oppteſſion of your enemy, which witholds from 

you many of the uſual articles of luxury and 
magnificence, ſhall contribute to make you 
clothe yourſelves and your children with the work 
of your own 1 hands, and cayer your tables with 
dhe 


—. over the Paſſions of Men 43 


the ſalutary productions of your own ſoil, it 
will be a new illuſtration of the ſame truth, and 
a real happineſs to yourſelves and country. 
I could wiſh to have every thing done from 
the pureſt and the nobleſt views Conſider 
therefore, that the Chriſtian character, particu- 
larly the ſelf-denial of the goſpel, ſhould extend 
to your whole deportment. In the early times 
of Chriſtianity, when adult converts were ad- 
mitted to baptiſm, they were aſked, among 
other queſtions, Do you renounce the world ? 
its ſhews, its pomp, and its vanities? I do, 
The form of this is ſtill preſerved in the admi- 
ſtration of baptiſm, where we renounce the de- 
vil, the world, and the fleſh. This certainly 
implies not only abſtaining from groſs acts of in- 
temperance and exceſs, but a humility of carriage, 
a reſtraint and moderation in all your dcfires. 
The ſame thing, as it is ſuitable to your Chri- 
ſtian profeſſion, is alſo neceſſary to make you 
truly independent in yourſelvcs, and to feed the 
ſource of liberality and charity to others, or to 
the publick. The riotous and waſteful liver, 
whoſe craving appetites make him conſtantly 
_ needy, is, and muſt be, ſubject to many maſters, 
according to the ſaying of Solomon, The bor- 
rower is ſervant to the lender. But the frugal 
moderate perſon, who guides his affairs with ' 
diſcretion, is able to aſſiſt in publick councils, 
by a free and unbiaſſed judgment, to ſupply the 
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wants of his poor d and ſometimes, by 
his eſtate and ſubſtance, to give important ac 
to a ſinking country? 

Upon the whole, I beſeech you to make! 2 
wiſe improvement of the preſent threatening | 


aſpect of public affairs, and to remember, that 


your duty to God, to your country, to your fa- 


C3 
milies, and to yourſelves, is the ſame. Troe 


mat "OP 


religion 1s nothing elſe, but” an inward tern 
and outward conduct, ſuited to your ſtate and 
circumſtances in providence at any time; And 
as peace with God, and conformity to him, 


adds to the ſweetneſs of created comforts while 


we polleſs them, ſo, in times of difficulty and 
trial, it is in the man of piety and inward prin- 
ciple that we may expect to find the uncorrupt- 
ed patriot, the uſeful cirizen, and the invincible 
ſoldier. God grant, that in America true reli- 
ion and civil liberty may be inſeparable, and 
that the unjuſt attempts to deſtroy the one may, 


in the iſſue, tend to the ſupport. and — 
ment of both. | 


The End, 


